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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To automatically and quickly 
translate the foreign language contained in a 
still screen image photographed by an 
electronic still camera by extracting a 
character area out of the video signal 
outputted from the electronic still camera, 
recognizing the characters of the extracted 
character area, and translating these 
recognized characters into a prescribed 
foreign language. 

CONSTITUTION: Only a character string 
area is extracted to the still picture 
information of a video RAM 9 by an edge 
extracting method based on a character area 
extracting program 23. Then the characters 
are recognized by a pattern matching 
method based on a character recognizing 
program 26. Then the English-Japanese 
mechanical translation is carried out based 
on a mechanical translation program 27. 
The result of this translation is stored in a 
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liquid crystal TV 3 based on a picture 
display program 28 for Japanese character 
strings obtained by translation. As a result, 
the foreign language contained in a still 
picture screen image photographed by an 
electronic still camera 1 can be 
automatically translated into Japanese. 
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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To automatically and quickly translate the foreign language contained 
in a still screen image photographed by an electronic still camera by 
extracting a character area out of the video signal outputted from the 
electronic still camera, recognizing the characters of the extracted character 
area, and translating these recognized characters into a prescribed foreign 
language. 

CONSTITUTION: Only a character string area is extracted to the still picture 
information of a video RAM 9 by an edge extracting method based on a character 
area extracting program 23. Then the characters are recognized by a pattern 
matching method based on a character recogniadng program 26. Then the 
EngUsh- Japanese mechanical translation is carried out based on a mechanical 
translation program 27. The result of this translation is stored in a video 
RAM 10 and then displayed on a liquid crystal TV 3 based on a picture display 
program 28 for Japanese character strings obtained by translation. As a 
result, the foreign language contained in a still picture screen image 
photographed by an electronic still camera 1 can be automatically translated 
into Japanese. 
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